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EMPOWERING SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURS FOR INNOVATION, INCLUSIVE GROWTH AND JOBS 
 

AN INTENTION… 

Convening the ecosystem of social entrepreneurship across Europe – enablers, actors 
and supporters – to meet in Strasbourg… to amplify and catalyse social economy in 
Europe at a time where it is so much needed 
 

PURPOSE OF THE EVENT 

1.  Take stock of the Social Business Initiative impact and developments of social economy in Europe 
2. Identify the future priorities for action and where the EU could add value and support the scaling-up of social 

entrepreneurship 
3.  Strengthen stakeholder's network(s) to support the emergence and scaling-up of initiatives and practices 
4.  Create more awareness, ownership and collaboration among institutional actors 
 

EXPECTED OUTCOMES 

1.  Identify clear achievements so far 
2.   Surfacing social entrepreneurship values 
3.  Illuminate new areas where we are willing to work on together and keep each other informed on 
4.   New connections across the social entrepreneurship ecosystem 
5.  New projects seeded during the Event 
 

PARTICIPATING THROUGHOUT THE EVENT 

Participation throughout the Event will take place in many ways:  
- Information: Receiving high-level perspectives and information 

from keynote speakers and EU Institutions 
- Inspiration: Being inspired by stories of social entrepreneurs 

present 
- Inquiry: Journeying together with our questions around social entrepreneurship and social innovation 
- Relationships: the many modalities of the Event will foster an intense networking and allow actors of social 

economy to meet across the board.  
 

All results generated during the Event will be captured by a dedicated team ('harvesters') who will collect them and 
make sense in real time of the complexity and diversity surfaced by the participants.  
 

Such participation can bring real innovation for long-lasting impact in Europe.  
 

A formula for the success of the Event: Information + Inspiration + Inquiry = Innovation & Impact 
 

EVENT VENUE 

Strasbourg Convention Centre, Place de Bordeaux, Strasbourg. 
Main entrance Erasme (from Rue Richard Strauss). Tram stop Wacken (lines B and E). 
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PROGRAMME OVERVIEW 

 

 
Network 

Hub: 
Meet – Bring results 
back – Look at them 
- Work on projects – 
Match skills & needs 
– Be interviewed -

Create a work of art 

Thursday 16 January Evening: 
Being inspired by stories of 
social entrepreneurs 

Thursday 16 January Afternoon: 
- The European Co-Legislator 
- Exploring Key Topics for 
Growing Social 
Entrepreneurship in Europe: 
- 13 Information Workshops 
- Open Space Session 

Friday 17 January Morning: 
Social Entrepreneurship in 
France 
 

Thursday 16 January Morning: 
- Welcome to the Event and 
to the City 
- Setting Context for Social 
Business Innovation in 
Europe 

Friday 17 January Morning: 
Looking Forward: What 
Would Best Foster Social 
Entrepreneurship in Europe in 
the Next 5 Years? 
- World Café 
- High-Level Panel 

Throughout: 
- Information 
Stands 
- Get on-line! 

Friday 17 January Afternoon: 
Social Entrepreneurship in 
Practice: 
- Projects Coaching 
- Field Visits of Local Social 
Enterprises 

The 
Strasbourg 
Declaration! 
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THURSDAY 16 JANUARY 2014 
TAKING-STOCK AND DISCUSSING PRIORITIES FOR THE FUTURE 

08:00  09:15 Arrival, Registrations, Welcome  

08:45  09:15 Artistic Entry and Physical Warm-Up  
Two local social enterprises ArtenRéel and Siel Bleu will lead us into the room in a creative way and 
help us to start the day with some energising movements 

09:15  09:30 Welcome to the Event  
Jacki Davis, Master of Ceremony, and Maria Scordialos, Facilitator, will introduce the Event purpose and 
programme and ways of participating throughout to reach the expected outcomes. 

09:30  09:45 Welcome to the City of Strasbourg, a land of social entrepreneurship 
Senator-Mayor Roland Ries will welcome us in Strasbourg, where social entrepreneurship is particularly alive  

 

09:45  10:05 OPENING: How Is Europe creating the conditions for Social Entrepreneurship?  
Henri Malosse, President of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) will offer us his perspective 
on the overall European context 

 

10:05  10:25 INTERNATIONAL VISION: Social entrepreneurship in OECD countries: what perspectives for the 
SBI's follow up within the European Union? 
Marguerite Mendell, Director, Karl Polanyi Institute of Political Economy and Graduate Program Director, 
School of Community and Public Affairs, Concordia University, Montreal, Canada 
 

10:25  10:55 Pause 

10:55  11:55 TAKING STOCK: EU-Level Policies and Concrete Examples of Social Entrepreneurship  
The three European Commissioners coordinating the Social Business Initiative (SBI) will interact with three 
actors of social economy to reflect together on the achievements of the SBI so far and the need to keep 
developing it in the future 
- Antonio Tajani, Vice-President of the European Commission, with Giuseppe Guerini, President of 

Federsolidarietà Confcooperative, Member of EESC, member of GECES  
- Michel Barnier, European Commissioner for Internal Market and Services, with Letizia Moratti, President of 

San Patrignano Foundation 
- László Andor, European Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion, with Olga 

Theodorikakou, B.o.D. Executive Assistant, Head of Projects Programming and Monitoring Implementation 
Units at Klimax Plus  

Viewing of a video on Greek women entrepreneurs and the creation of an ‘anti-crisis’ co-operative 

11:55  12:25 Exploring Key Topics for Growing Social Entrepreneurship in Europe: What's on Offer this 
Afternoon?  
Tatiana Glad & Lieven Callewaert, facilitators, will explain the choice given in the afternoon, between 
participating in information workshops organised by the EU institutions on key areas, raising topics they care 
for in an Open Space Technology session (an important question, an experience they want to share, help they 
would like to receive, projects they would like to initiate), or visit the Network Hub or the exhibition stands.  

 

12:25  13:55 Standing Buffet Lunch  
13:25 13:55 Ceremony of ONCE Foundation: 1st European Award for 
Social Entrepreneurship and Disability: Promoting Social Investment 
ONCE Foundation has created this award as a result of 13 years of collaboration with the European Union and 
its own experience in the European Network for CSR and Disability, project co-funded by the European Social 
Fund. Commissioner László Andor will give the award. 

14:00  14:30 Social Entrepreneurship and the European Co-Legislator: European Parliament and Council  
The President of the European Parliament and the Prime Minister of Greece, holding the Council of the EU as 
from 1st January 2014, will reflect on how both institutions can work in partnership to support social 
entrepreneurship and social economy.  
- Martin Schulz, President of the European Parliament  
- Antonis Samaras, Prime Minister of Greece TBC 
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14:35  18:05 Parallel Opportunities 
 

Your 
choices
… 

Information Workshops organised by EU Institutions 

In these panel workshops, EU institutions and panellists will share information and their 
reflections on a series of key areas for the development of social entrepreneurship and 
social economy in Europe 

Open Space Session 

Room Arp 

Timing 180-Minute Workshop 90-Minute Workshop 

1 Microfinance in the green economy 
Room Rohan  

2 Potential of social enterprises for job creation 
and green economy: how to stimulate their 
start and development? 
Room Boston  

4 EU financial support for developing the social 
investment market 
Room Erasme 

9 Social Policy Investment and Social 
Entrepreneurship 
Room Leicester 

14:35 
 16:05 

8 Systemic change: the role of 
civil society organisations and 
social enterprises 
Room Oberlin 

10 Revisiting capacity building: 
Strengthening European 
social entrepreneurs and 
social enterprises 
Room Orangerie  

12 Legal aspects of social 
enterprises: Regulatory 
framework, European forms, 
corporate governance 
Room Schweitzer 11 Social Impact Measurement – what is it and 

why do we need it? 
Room Schuman 

If you have a theme / question / topic which is 
important to you but is not covered among the 
themes of the workshops, you can organise a special 
mini-workshop in Open Space. In this case, you need 
only to bring your theme and interest with you; once 
here, you will be facilitated in posting your theme to 
invite other participants to join your conversation.  

If you do not have a theme yet, you are welcome to 
participate in Open Space by joining the 
conversations posted that are of interest to you, as 
well as by coming up with a theme on-site.  

The process will run as follows:  

14:35-15:05: Explanation of the Open Space 
principles and Co-creation of the agenda with 
participants' topics 

15:05-16:05: First session of conversations 

16:05 
 16:35 

 
Pause 

3 Spreading innovative business models and 
practices in the area of green social 
entrepreneurship across Europe  
Room Boston 

5 Private financing for social enterprises - 
European Social Entrepreneurship Funds  
Room Leicester 

6 Innovative financing for social enterprises: 
Crowdfunding, Social stock exchanges and 
Social Impact Bonds  
Room Schuman 

7 Structural Funds (ESF, ERDF) for social 
enterprises 
Room Erasme 

16:35 
 18:05 

8 Systemic change: the role of 
civil society organisations and 
social enterprises 
Room Oberlin 

10 Revisiting capacity building: 
Strengthening European 
social entrepreneurs and 
social enterprises 
Room Orangerie  

12 Legal aspects of social 
enterprises: Regulatory 
framework, European forms, 
corporate governance 
Room Schweitzer 

13 Innovative public procurement for social 
entrepreneurs 
Room Rohan 

 
16:35-17:35: Second session of conversations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17:35-18:05: Convergence: Sharing key insights and 
preparing the plenary wrap-up session 

Network Hub 

Forum 1st Floor 

This is the space where you can find information 
and orientation about the Event. This is also 
where all outcomes will converge and 
crystallise. Bring your insights, questions, 
projects and come and meet other people:  

- As a Network Hub , this space will enable 
'speed-networking' connections, interaction and 
collaboration in real-time  

- A dedicated team of 'harvesters' are going to 
capture the key insights, knowledge, questions, 
connections and learning emerging from all 
sessions, and translate them real-time into the 
Strasbourg Declaration which will be presented 
at the end of the Event. 

- The results of the different sessions (such as 
those organised in this afternoon) will be 
displayed there so that everyone can look at 
them throughout the Event.  

- A Twitter wall will show the tweets posted by 
participants of the Event and anyone else 

- Graphic visualisers will capture in the key 
highlights into graphics and illuminate the 
underlying patterns and issues at stake. 

- Skills and expertise matchmakers are going to 
develop a Tribe for participants to search for 
knowledge and skills and connect to those who 
are relevant (www.konnektid.com/SocEntEU). 

- You can organise your own space to work on 
project, find partners, have informal 
conversations… 

- Media will organise real-time interviews of 
participants  

- Local artists’ cooperative ArtenRéel will create 
with your help a cooperative and participatory 
work of art, building a representation of a fair, 
coherent and creative social enterprise with 
contributions from the participants. 

Exhibition and 
Information Stands 

Forum & Agora 1st floor 

 

Stands for social enterprises 
sponsored by the European 
Commission. 

3 stands from Institutional 
actors: European 
Commission, European 
Economic & Social 
Committee, City of 
Strasbourg 

Other stands by 
stakeholders of the social 
economy in Europe. 
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18:05  18:15  Pause 

 

18:15  19:00  Wrap-Up Session: Sharing Some Key Outcomes of our Day: 
- The facilitators and a dedicated team of 'harvesters' will present the key themes, threads, questions, 

challenges, opportunities… which they have gathered so far. 
- Jonathan Bland, Managing Director of Social Business International & Founder of E3M and member of the 

European Commission's Expert Group on Social Entrepreneurship (GECES), will share his key reflections on the 
day. 

-  Finally, Andreas Heinecke, a social entrepreneur (Dialogue in the Dark, Germany), will share his personal 
experience of the day.  

 

19:00  20:30   Cocktail & Standing Buffet Dinner 

 

20:30  22:00 "Night owl" Session: Stories of social entrepreneurship in Europe  
In this informal session, we will hear personal testimonies and stories of social entrepreneurs in Europe. Guests 
will kick-off the session: Thorkil Sonne (Specialisterne, Denmark), François Goudenove with Marylène 
Charrière (Websourd, France) and Thierry Beaudet (CEO of MGEN, France). The floor will then be open for 
more stories from other parts of Europe.  

 

 

FRIDAY 17 JANUARY 2014 
LOOKING FORWARD 

 

08:00  09:00  Arrival, Registrations, Welcome 

08:30  09:00 Artistic Entry and Physical Warm-Up  
ArtenRéel and Siel Bleu will once again lead us into the room in a creative way and help us to start 
the day with some energising movements. 

 

 

09:00  09:15 Welcome to a Day Dedicated to Looking and Moving Forward  
Jacki Davis will welcome us back. 

09:15  09:30 Strasbourg and social entrepreneurship 
The President of the Urban Community of Strasbourg (CUS) Jacques Bigot will inform us on how social 
entrepreneurship is particularly alive in Strasbourg  

 

09:30  10:00 Social Entrepreneurship in a Member State: France  
France has a Minister dedicated to social economy, which is the testimony of the importance and potential of 
social economy in this Member State.  
- François Hollande, President of the French Republic TBC 

 

 

10:00  10:30 Setting the scene for our collective reflection 
Jacki Davis will ask Jonathan Bland to share some of the key challenges identified since the start of the Event in 
order to set the scene for the next step 

 

10:30  11:00 Pause 
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11:00  12:45 Looking Forward: What Would Best Foster Social Entrepreneurship in 
Europe in the Next 5 Years?  
 
This question will be addressed in three parallel formats: 
 
1. In a World Café session held in parallel in English and French: this participatory 
format will ensure that everyone can participate actively and that meaningful results 
are drawn to inform the next steps at different levels: European, national, local, 
social entrepreneurs themselves… 
Room Arp 
 
2. In a High-Level Panel moderated by Jacki Davis: speakers representing a variety 
of perspectives will exchange their views on the key question:  
 
- Presentation by the British Council (Paula Woodman, advisor social enterprise): 
What will Social enterprise look like in Europe by 2020? 

 - Professor Enrico Giovannini, Italian Minister of Labour and Social Policies 
- Pervenche Berès, MEP, S&D, Chair of the Employment and Social Affairs Committee of the European 
Parliament 
- Patrizia Toia, MEP, S&D, Vice-Chair of the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy 
- Heinz Becker, MEP, EPP, Member of the Employment and Social Affairs Committee 
- Csaba Őry, MEP, EPP, Group Coordinator in the Employment and Social Affairs Committee  
Room Erasme 
 

3. At the initiative of EMES Network, researchers active in the field of social economy 

 will gather and reflect  
Room Leicester 
 

 

 

12:45 14:15 Standing Buffet Lunch  
 

14:15  14:30 The Strasbourg Declaration: A Potential Roadmap to the Future of Social Business in the EU 
This Event has the potential to catalyse many positive changes for the future of social entrepreneurship and 
social innovation in the EU in these critical times, through the insights and relationships created here. All this 
potential will be crystallised throughout the Event into a 'Strasbourg Declaration' which Jonathan Bland will 
present. It will be a snapshot of the views of the stakeholders gathered, meant to inform the next policy steps 
at European level. 

 

 

14:30  14:45  Next Steps at European level to Support Social Enterprises in Europe 
On behalf of the institutions which have convened this Event, Michel Barnier will close our time together with 
some final remarks.   

 

 

14:45  15:00 Social Entrepreneurship in Practice: Preparing for Parallel Opportunities 
 A brief explanation will be given on the afternoon opportunities.   
 

 

15:00  15:15 Pause (time for participants to go to their next activity) 
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15:15  18:00 15 Social Entrepreneurship Coaching Sessions ('Hold-Ups') hosted by 
CommonsSense in the venue   
A Hold-Up is a challenge-solving workshop for a social entrepreneur animated by a 
member of the MakeSense community. In each Hold-Up, thanks to creativity 
techniques, participants will give their ideas and design solutions to a real challenge 
of a social entrepreneur.  

 

 

15:15  19:00 Field-Visits of Local Social Enterprises  
Several thematic circuits are organised by the City of Strasbourg in Alsace and Baden-Württemberg to 
showcase the work of local social enterprises including: 
- Social consideration in public procurement and Training 
- Waste Management 
- Mobility 
- Health & Food 
- Societal Engagement 
- Culture 
- Tourism, Leisure, Popular Education 
- Learning Enterprises 

 

 

19:00 End of the event 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OTHER WAYS OF PARTICIPATING THROUGHOUT THE EVENT 

 
 

• On-Line Spaces: 
Dedicated to collect participants' key reflections, insights, ideas, questions, concerns, challenges, opportunities in real-time. 
Forum (https://forums.ec.europa.eu/socialentrepreneur/) and Twitter account: @SocEntEU #SocEntEU + KonnektID for 
talents, offers and needs match-making during the Event. 
 

• Mini-Dialogue in the Dark experiences with blind trainers, at the Convention center 
 

• Webstreaming:  
All sessions taking place in the two main amphitheatres (Erasme and Schweitzer) will be web streamed so that the Event can 
be viewed real-time throughout Europe. 
 
 
 

• Local Events: 
Various events are organised by the city of Strasbourg in connection with this EU Event 

 

 


